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Birmingham Farms Neighborhood Association (BFNA) 
Annual Meeting Minutes 

June 17, 2013, 7:30 p.m. at the home of Wendy and John Leary 

Vice President Wendy Leary called the meeting to order at 7:45 pm.  Nineteen 
neighbors attended.   

Minutes:  Minutes of the May 7, 2012 Annual Meeting were approved with the 
correction that the guest speaker was Birmingham Chief of Police Donald Studt.   

Treasurer’s Report:  Catherine Ticer reported that we have $4969.15 in the 
treasury and 33 members have paid dues for the 2013-2014 fiscal yea.  She also 
reported that the books have been audited.  

BFNA Board Meeting Schedule:  Vice President Leary announced that the 
Board would now meet on the 3rd Monday of each month with the exception of 
September, December and March when there will be no Board Meeting.  Drieka 
DeGraff will post the Board Meeting schedule on the BFNA website.  In addition, 
an email will be sent to the BFNA distribution list announcing the date and 
location of each Board meeting.  Board meetings are open to the membership. 

Welcome to Birmingham signage/garden:  A proposed sketch of the new 
Welcome to Birmingham sign was attached to the meeting agenda and was 
passed around.  President Jay Shell has been meeting with the Department of 
Public Works representative regarding this sign.  The sign will be placed on the 
West side of Southfield Road, North of Wakefield.  Members inquired as to the 
cost to the association and Wendy said she believed the city was paying for the 
entire project. 

Election of BFNA Board of Directors:  The following slate was presented for 
the 2013-14 year: 
 President – Jay R. Shell 
   Vice President – Wendy Leary 
   Treasurer – Catherine Ticer 
 Secretary – Maureen Field 
 At Large – Drieka DeGraff 
 At Large – Justin Near 
 At Large – Kurt Gerber 
 Alternate – Susan Randall 
There were no nominations from the floor.  A motion was made to approve the 
slate as presented.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.   

Purchase of City of Birmingham standard Garden Bench:  Wendy presented 
the Board proposal to purchase an official Birmingham Bench to be placed on the 
island on Norfolk Street.  A discussion followed.  Several members said they 
would also like to see a bench in Pump House Park, as it would provide a place 
to sit while children are playing.  A bench for the island on Northlawn was also 
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discussed, however, several members thought there was not enough shade on 
that island to warrant a bench.   

A motion was made and seconded for BFNA to purchase two city of Birmingham 
standard Garden Benches at a cost of $500 each, one to be placed on the island 
in Norfolk Street and the other to be placed in Pump House Park.  The motion 
passed. 

Coming Events:  Susan Randall is chairing the Neighborhood Garden Tour, 
which will be held on Thursday, June 27.  Four gardens have been secured for 
the tour and post cards with details of the event will be sent out this week. 

The End of Summer Picnic will be held on September 7 in Pump House Park.   

New Business:  Paul Miller is concerned about the quality of the two new homes 
on the Southwest corner of Northlawn and Latham.  Mr. Miller asked if BFNA has 
a representative on the City Zoning Board.  Wendy suggested that Jay and Paul 
look into these concerns.  

Drieka DeGraff said that she hoped to get the BFNA directory out in the next 
couple of weeks. 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  Members stayed to get 
acquainted and enjoy the refreshments. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Maureen Field, Secretary 

 

 


