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Birmingham Farms Neighborhood Association (BFNA) Board Meeting Minutes 
June 16, 2015, 7:30 p.m. 

President Jay Shell called the meeting to order at 7:33 pm. Board members Susan Randall, 
Catherine Ticer, Lindsay Lawrie, Patrick Seeberg, and Maureen Field attended.  There were a total of 
24 in attendance including guests Johnny Karmo, Laith Karmo and Victor Saroki.   
Minutes:  The minutes of the April 20, 2015 meeting were approved as sent. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Catherine Ticer reported that as of May 31, 2015 we have $4,096.97 and a total 
of 68 members out of 183 households for the 2015-16 fiscal year.  
Market Square Expansion Proposal:  Johnny Karmo, owner of Market Square, explained that they 
plan to expand with a 3,000 square foot addition on the north side of their existing 10,000 square foot 
building. Architect Victor Saroki explained that this plan was approved by the city Planning Board as it 
is on their existing property and meets all of the zoning requirements.  Victor said that the Planning 
Board suggested that Market Square think of developing the city owned park area north of Market 
Square.  In response to this, Market Square is planning an open pavilion with a copper roof with grills 
that are lowered when the store is closed.  New trees, a patio, a fountain and 6 parking spaces on the 
city parkland are also included in the proposal.  Tables and chairs will be placed on the property and 
stored inside when the store is closed.  The space will be used for seasonal sales and closed and 
locked at night.  Market Square intends to rent the parkland from the city with two 20-year leases.  No 
change to the traffic pattern is proposed.  The Birmingham Planning Board accepted the plans for the 
rented space. There were many questions for the guests. 
At 8:15 pm Mr. Saroki and Misters Karmo left the meeting and the residents discussed Market 
Square’s proposal and a BFNA plan for the City Commission meeting on June 29 when the proposal 
will be voted on.  Neighbors were not pleased that the Planning Board suggested that Market Square 
expand on the city owned park property.  Traffic is a major concern as with the expansion there will 
be increased traffic especially on Wakefield and Latham.  The issue of 6 parking spaces and a private 
structure both on public space was also discussed. 
Catherine Ticer moved and Chet Guilmet seconded a motion to vote on maintaining the city property 
as a green space.  The motion passed. 
Three votes were taken: 
It was unanimously agreed that the residents are not opposed to the expansion of Market Square and 
because of this expansion the entrance/exit from the parking lot onto Wakefield Street should be 
closed and instead an entrance/exit directly onto Southfield Road created.  
It was unanimously agreed that if the City Commission allows Market Square to lease the park 
property that six parking spaces on this property not be allowed. 
There was a very strong consensus that the green space north of Market Square, which is designated 
as a park, not be leased for private development.   
Jay will draft a letter with the agreements reached at the meeting and circulate to the Board for 
signatures.  The letter will be presented to residents for signatures at a brief meeting to be held at 
Pump House Park on Monday, June 22 at 7:00 pm.  In case of rain the meeting will be held at the 
Fields home, 1732 Norfolk.  After signatures are obtained the letter will be sent to all city 
commissioners. Jay will read the letter at the June 29th commission meeting so it will be part of the 
public record. 
Residents were urged to write letters to the City Commissioners and the Eccentric and Eagle 
regarding this important issue.  In addition, residents were strongly urged to attend the City 



BFNA Board Meeting Minutes 20150616.doc 

Commission meeting on June 29 at 7:30 p.m. in the Commission Room on the second floor of the 
Municipal Building, 151 Martin Street when the commissioners will vote on the proposal.  
Norfolk Island:  Jay explained that because of a suggestion by a Norfolk Street resident, a motion 
was made and passed at Annual Meeting that BFNA shall conduct a feasibility study to improve the 
Norfolk traffic island green space and submit the results of the study to the membership.  In response 
to this motion Jay suggested a special meeting with Norfolk association membership and others to 
see if there is interest to form a sub-team to come up with a landscaper improvement plan.  Jay would 
hold the meeting in his backyard.  Several members, Chet and Judy Guilmet, Henry Nabors, Mike 
Dixon and Chris Just said they wanted no changes made to Norfolk Island and that it should remain a 
green space maintained by the city.  It was finally agreed that after the Market Square issue is settled 
Jay will call a meeting to see if there is interest in setting up a sub-committee.   
New Business:  none 
Next Board Meeting:  Monday, July 20, 2015, 7:30 pm in the backyard of Patrick Seeberg.   
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Maureen Field, Secretary 


